
 

 

METIS is the EuroMed GNSS I project, funded 
by EC DG AIDCO in the framework of the 
EuroMed GNSS I Programme and managed by 
the European GNSS Supervisory Authority 
(GSA). 

The GNSS I Programme is part of the overall 
EuroMed Transport Programme framework 
which consists of different regional cooperation 
projects for all the transport domains.  

METIS objective is to introduce the European 
GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite System) in 
the Mediterranean region. 

Partner countries are: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestinian 
Authority, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey. 

In this way, the GNSS I Programme and the 
METIS project support the Mediterranean 
partner countries with the implementation of 
the specific action (n°27) on the gradual 
introduction of European GNSS services in the 
region as of 2011 as laid down in the Regional 
Transport Action Plan (RTAP) adopted in 2007. 

Running from mid 2006 up to the end of 2009, 
METIS involved private and public organizations 
from EU and MEDA countries.  

The project also supported the Galileo Euro-
Med Cooperation Office (GEMCO) in the 
promotion of the European GNSS in the region. 

METIS performed three main activities, aimed 
at preparing the MEDA countries to the 
introduction of the European GNSS: 

A - Elaboration of a GNSS Regional Plan 
defining the  roadmap for the European GNSS 
introduction and exploitation in the region, in 
the decade 2009-2019; 

B - Implementation of a programme of 
training and awareness throughout the 
region; 

C - Running demonstrations for 
experimenting GNSS technology and services in 
various MEDA countries and applications in civil 
aviation, freight and logistics, rail, maritime, 
personal mobility and research. 

METIS gathered the interests of all MEDA 
countries and built a national/regional 
liaisoning with MEDA GNSS interlocutors and 
stakeholders, interested in sharing experience 
and moving ahead with the GNSS adoption. 
The project elaborated with them the basic 
strategy aimed at facilitating the GNSS 
introduction and exploitation in each country. 
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EGNOS (European Geostationary Navigation 
Overlay Service) is Europe’s first venture into 
satellite navigation.  

EGNOS is a Satellite-Based Augmentation 
System (SBAS) that improves the accuracy of 
the  American GPS (Global Positioning System) 
signal up to one metre and provides integrity 
information, making it suitable for applications 
requiring very accurate and guaranteed 
positioning. 

The EGNOS architecture consists of two 
geostationary satellites and a network of 
ground stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Conceived for the Civil Aviation needs, EGNOS 
has interesting perspectives of commercial 
utilisation also in other markets, as precursor of 
the forthcoming Galileo. 

EGNOS provides three services over a regional 
coverage, that includes Europe and part of the 
Mediterranean basin: 

The Open Service (OS), operational since 
October 2009, suitable for most common 
applications; 

The Safety of Life Service (SoL), to be 
available in 2010, certified to provide a service 
with the safety levels required by Civil Aviation 
operations; 

The Commercial Service (CS) currently under 
test until mid-2010, enabling specific 
applications for professional markets. 
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The European GNSS 

EGNOS and Galileo are the two systems implementing the European GNSS strategy. 

Galileo will be Europe’s own global navigation satellite system providing a highly 
accurate, guaranteed positioning service, under civilian control. It will also be inter-
operable with GPS and GLONASS. 

Galileo will be operational in 2014. 

One of the key features of 
EGNOS relies on the 
possibility to be extended in 
areas adjacent to Europe, 
through an integration of its 
terrestrial network.  

Today, the extension of the 
EGNOS service coverage is 
under implementation, with 
the on-going deployment of 
add i t i ona l  mon i t o r ing 
stations in countries around 
the Mediterranean basin, to 
extend the service area to 
North Africa and Middle East. 



 

 

METIS outcome is a GNSS Plan proposing a 
Euro-Mediterranean roadmap to facilitate the 
introduction of EGNOS and in the future 
Galileo, in the MEDA region, in the decade 
2009-2019. 

The GNSS Plan consists of a Regional Plan 
and ten GNSS National Plans. For each of 
the beneficiary countries, the plans include 
infrastructure and service needs, identify 
opportunities and priorities, evaluate costs and 
benefits, define actions and timeline to 
introduce and exploit EGNOS, and prepare the 
market for Galileo. Conceived as a Euro-
Mediterranean shared policy for the 
implementation of GNSS services in the 
Mediterranean region, the plans were jointly 
elaborated with MEDA stakeholders and shared 
with the countries.  

METIS is the first step to introduce and 
facilitate the exploitation of the EGNOS services 
in the MEDA region. 

Through METIS, the partner countries gathered 
valuable information on the technical aspects of 
the services, the social and economical benefits 
that the use of EGNOS and Galileo will 
generate.  

They also had the chance to contribute in 
sketching out the industrial and regulatory 
issues needed to define the roadmap to 
introduce EGNOS, in view of Galileo. 

 

The transport sector (Civil Aviation, Maritime 
and Freight markets) was identified as the most 
promising for EGNOS today, and Galileo in the 
future. 

To support the plans, METIS run a program of 
training and promotion events, and EGNOS 
demonstrations in the MEDA area. 

A MEDA network was built gathering GNSS 
professionals, academics and public officials 
interested in sharing experience and moving 
ahead with the EGNOS adoption in their 
countries. 

Two workshops were organized to elaborate 
and share the Regional Plan and ten National 
Plans with the MEDA States. 

Two trainings & seminars were organized 
gathering a good interest and participation. 

Nine demonstrations were run, making use 
of the EGNOS service over the MEDA area, to 
experiment EGNOS technology and services for 
transport applications: Civil Aviation, 
Maritime, Freight Transport, Rail, Road, 
Land, Personal and In-car mobility. 

Various promotion events were organized in 
the MEDA area to disseminate the results of the 
demonstrations and provide updates on the 
status of EGNOS/Galileo and on EU strategies 
in relation to satellite navigation. 

The GNSS Regional Plan 
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Tunis, 7th of December 2009: The METIS 
project officially concluded its activities with a 
public event, in presence of about 60 
participants from MEDA and EU countries. 

The event, opened by the EU Delegation to 
Tunisia, gave the occasion to the EU and MEDA 
Institutions to share their views on EU GNSS 
present and future perspectives for the MEDA 
region. The status and plans of the EU GNSS 
and EuroMed GNSS Programmes were 
presented by the EC representatives. Inputs for 
next steps were given by the MEDA National 
delegates involved in a round table. 

 

METIS         www.metis-project.eu 

GSA         www.gsa.europa.eu 

DGAIDCO         ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm 

DGTREN        ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport 

ESA          www.esa.int 

Euro-Med Transport Project   www.euromedtransport.org 

EDAS         http://egnos-edas.gsa.europa.eu/edashd/php/ 

 

GALILEO EURO-MED
MEDA OFFICE-Cairo

Contacts 

Links 

METIS Project Coordinator - Telespazio 

Ms. Antonella Di Fazio 

e-mail: antonella.difazio@telespazio.com  
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